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Some Thoughts from the Principal
The calendar has said that spring has arrived, the snow banks
are a fraction of their former selves, and the athletes are outside
so this all must be a good sign. We have also just begun the
forth quarter and continue to encourage all of our students,
especially our seniors, to finish their year academically strong.
Underclassmen have completed their course selections and
seniors are in the process of finalizing plans for next year.

A Message from Your PTSA Presidents

Spring is finally here! We hope that everyone is beginning to
thaw out and ready to attend the many Spring sporting, music,
and the other wonderful activities offered at Hollis Brookline High
School. The PTSA is gearing up for a very busy Spring Season.
Plans are currently under way for 2008 HBHS Graduation
activities. There are many ways to volunteer for these. Anyone
interested in helping to set up for the prom on May 16th or
th
There are a number of events running throughout the day both chaperone the Graduation Cruise on the evening of June 14
should
contact
either
Trish
or
Erin
at
the
email
addresses
below.
on and off campus this spring. Congratulations to Elyse
Our Staff Appreciation Ladies are hard at work planning the final
Tomlinson and the cast and crew of our spring musical
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon to be held on May 8th. Please
Footloose on a fine job. Author and film maker, Ken Burns
recently held a telephone conference with the American Studies help us out with a contribution of sandwiches, salads, or goodies.
Contact Lisa Schmalz (lschmalz@charter.net) or Kristen Berry
Class in the high school auditorium. He spoke about history,
(kbellep@aol.com) if you would like to make a delicious
art, literature and his documentaries. American Studies is an
contribution. What started out as “Hollis Night at the Pride” has
interdisciplinary course for juniors melding both English and
grown to “Hollis Brookline Night at the Pride” on Saturday, June
American History taught by English teacher Ann Melim and
21st. The Hollis Elementary PTA is spearheading this event and
Social Studies teacher Jen Given. On Friday, April 4th we held
will
have representatives at each of the following schools: HBHS,
our third annual Mr. HBHS with junior, Craig Berry being
th
HBMS,
and the Brookline Elementary schools. Watch the website
crowned Mr. HBHS 2008. And on Saturday, April 5 , our first
and
the
next
newsletter for more details. Everyone is welcome!
Science Olympiad was held. This wonderful event was
Bring
your
friends
and relatives for a fun night at Holman
organized by science teachers, John Boucher and Gina
Stadium. Finally, the S-Team letters were mailed out and you
Bergskaug with the help of their colleagues from the science
and math departments. The PTSA also provided a lunch for the should all have received them. If you haven’t made a donation, it
is not too late. A Big Thanks to everyone who has made a
participants for which all were grateful.
contribution to this very worthy cause.
The Honors Choir and Concert Band will be traveling to
Washington, D.C. April 17th through the 20th to participate in the IMPORTANT NOTICE: Nominations will be accepted at the
April 10th meeting for anyone wanting to run for PTSA officers
Heritage Festival Music Competition. They will be competing
for the 2008-2009 School Year. If you are unable to attend the
with other schools from around the east coast. One highlight
will be observing a rehearsal of the President’s Marine Band, the April meeting and would like to add your name, please contact
Donna Cormier (465-2726). Elections will be held at the May 8th
one that plays “All Hail to the Chief “, followed by several of
PTSA meeting.
their members conducting a clinic with our students.
Co-Presidents,
On Friday April 18th we will present a Career Symposium for
sophomores with a number of guest speakers from a variety of Erin Magee
mageemd@massmed.org
465-3233
professions talking about career planning. Other events include Trish MacDonald trish_macdonald@charter.net
465-2898
the Green Group participating in a roadside clean up campaign
April 19th and fifteen visiting students from France hosted by
our students April 10-24 in a program coordinated by French
teacher Michael Tenters.
Visit the PTSA at
During the month of May we will be administering the NECAP
www.hbhs.k12.nh.us/ptsa
Science state test for juniors and Advanced Placement subject
where you’ll find the list of officers &
testing. Course selection is complete and we are in the process
committees,
back issues of newsletters,
of building the master schedule. We still hope to have student
PTSA
meeting
minutes and more!
schedules available by the beginning of June.

(Continued on page 2)

Some Thoughts from the Principal (cont. from page 1)
The social calendar continues to be busy with the Spring
Concert and Tri-M Induction on April 24th, the National Honor
Society’s rescheduled Hypnotist show on May 7th, the Spring
Fling Dance on Friday May 9th, Senior Prom on Friday May 16th
at the Crowne Plaza in Nashua, the French Bistro on Sunday
May 18th, and finally the Spring Play on May 23rd and 24th.
Plans are also under way for our third annual Incoming
Freshman Open House on the evening of Wednesday May 29th.
There is no school for students on Friday May 23rd, a teacher
workshop day and graduation is set for June 14th at 10:00am. A
senior packet of information will be mailed home and posted on
the website soon. This is a very busy time of year and we are
attempting to keep an updated school event calendar as part of
our web site.
Finally, as spring is the time of rebirth, we welcome to our
teaching staff, Nerissa Calo and Michelle Sacco who are taking
over for Christine Heaton and Cora Zingales while they are on
maternity leave.

NEWSLETTER CREW
A very big thank you to Denise Hurt, Eileen Kelly, Erin Magee and
Mary Mechling-Gold for their time and effort on collating, folding,
taping, and labeling newsletters every month for the past several
years. The March newsletter was the last time for us to handle
such, as with this month (April), the newsletter travels a modern
way known as electronically. Also, thank you Erin for your
willingness and time to deliver the newsletters to the post office
each month. A big thank you to Sarla Patel for printing the
address labels each time, and to Debbie Champigny for dealing
with the paperwork. To a great crew, Thank You! Donna Cormier

Tim Kelley, Principal

The Annual French Club Bistro will
take place on Sunday, May 18th from
4:00 to 6:00 PM in the high school
cafeteria. Tickets can be bought at the
door or from a French club member for
$5.00. Come and enjoy the music and
delicious food!

Selective Service Registration
The Selective Service System is an independent agency within
the Executive Branch of the Federal Government. The mission of
the Selective Service System is to provide the number of men
needed by the Armed Forces, within the time required, should
Congress and the President decide to return to a draft, in the
event of a national emergency. Registration is the process of
providing the Selective Service with name, address, phone
number, and other related information about one’s self. It is a
civic and legal responsibility for every young man to register with
the Selective Service within the time period starting
30 days before, and ending 30 days after, their 18th
birthday. Register on-line at www.sss.gov or pick
up a registration card at any post office. If you have
any questions, please see Mr. Winslow in Guidance.
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Guidance News
Note from the Director

Please be sure to check our website and read
the daily notices (www.hbhs.k12.nh.us) for all
new information. We try to update both these
sources of information on a weekly and
sometimes daily basis.

Looking outside it sure feels like spring is trying to arrive.
My tulips are starting to peek through and it gives me a
warm feeling to see them after a long winter. With the
start of spring we say goodbye to third quarter and hello
to the final quarter of the school year. It is hard to believe
another school year’s end is coming but I think we are all
looking forward to April vacation and the end of the year
events.
Spring can be a hard time for students especially seniors
who are trying to make very important decisions about
their post secondary plans. The list of colleges that have
accepted our students is staggering but it is still a tough
time for all. What to do about college acceptances,
waitlists, and denials are playing in their minds constantly
not to mention that they will be graduating in eight weeks!
All of this can be overwhelming, exciting and
discouraging at the same time. There are so many
unknowns facing our seniors and this can be quite
difficult for them as well as the people around them. As
always patience is the key. Students may appear
undecided, disinterested and unpleasant, this is a normal
reaction so do not be alarmed. Many of us feel this way
when a large pending issue is hanging over our heads –
especially when we are getting opinions from everyone
we know including those we don’t! It will happen, the
decision will be made and things will look up after it is
finally done. It would be so helpful if we had a crystal
ball to show students how it will all work out but
unfortunately we do not. We do have counselors that are
willing to help so please feel free to contact us at anytime
if you need support or assistance.
Registration will be almost completed as this newsletter
arrives on your doorstep. The 8th grade students will be
finishing up on April 14th. Although the new online
process has some glitches overall it went well and we
appreciate your patience and your thoughtful selection
and attention to this activity. It is such an important part
of what we do and with the master schedule being
worked on in the next few weeks we are well on our
way setting up schedules for next year.
Some new happenings in the Guidance office that are
shared with you in this newsletter; how we make
appointments and an information night for students
interested in playing college sports. Please read on to
learn more about these activities.
Have a very happy and safe vacation!

Course Registration
The registration process is coming to a close including not
just our current high school students but the over 200 new
9th grade students as well. We appreciate the students’
attention to the process, the parents support and the
teachers’ thoughtful recommendations.
Counselors have been meeting individually with students,
taking concerned parent phone calls and answering a lot of
e-mails regarding course selection. We want to be sure to
help any student or parent who has a question. Feel free to
continue these communications even though the process of
selecting the courses is over. It is an important part of each
student’s progress at HBHS. Please be patient with the
Guidance department as we go through this busy time. We
will do our best to answer all questions and work at
balancing students’ schedules but we are still working with
our current 9th through 12th grade students and adding on
the 8th grade students as well can be a busy undertaking.
Over April vacation the master schedule will be developed
and we hope to have tentative schedules distributed in June.
We appreciate your assistance in this process.

Making Appointments
In an effort to streamline students’ requests for counselor
appointments, the counselors have worked out a new
procedure to enhance this process. The notion is to be more
efficient and effective with our time and be more available
for students and parents. This new way is fairly simple but
different than it has been done for many years. We are in
the midst of trying it out so please bear with us as we work
out the kinks.
Students interested in seeing their counselor for anything
other than a concern requiring immediate attention will fill
out an appointment request. In doing this the student can let
the counselor know what type of appointment they need i.e.
college admission, academic advising, personal, etc… this
allows the counselor to look at his/her schedule and
determine the appropriate amount of time for the
appointment. For instance; if a student and a parent are
coming in for a college admission discussion this is typically
longer than a 15 minute appointment to talk about a
3
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schedule change, therefore this type of appointment will
require more time out of the counselor’s schedule. In the
past we were often unaware of the length needed for the
appointment and had to either cut it short or reschedule
another student who had signed up because we went
over the allotted time. We are hoping to avoid this and
give each student the time he/she may need. Mrs. Noel
will help students through the change if they have any
questions.

Communication
Please be sure to check our website and read the daily
notices (www.hbhs.k12.nh.us) for all new information. We
try to update both these sources of information on a weekly
and sometimes daily basis.
Summer Enrichment Programs: The Guidance Office has
information regarding summer courses, enrichment and
experiential programs available to all students. Please
check our expanding file of opportunities for students.

Advanced Placement Testing

Senior News

Advanced Placement Testing will be offered starting
May 5th. Students will receive a detailed letter about the
exams, room assignments, and times of the exams,
supplies and expectations. This letter will be sent home
the week before April vacation. Please be sure to look
for this mailing.
AP Testing Schedule:
Mon., May 5
Tue., May 6

7:15 no exam
7:15 Computer

Congratulations to all our seniors on their college
acceptances. We are proud of all of you and hope and wish
you the best of luck. Please let counselors know all college
decisions and any scholarships or merit awards you may
receive from schools.

Receipts for Information Sent

11:15 French
11:15 Statistics

Receipts can be picked up in the Guidance Office for
information that was sent to colleges. Receipts will be given
to the student if they have paid the $3.00 per school postage
fee. Report cards will be held if these fees are not paid.

7:15 Spanish
Wed., May 7

7:15 Calculus

11:15 no exam

Thu., May 8

7:15 English Lit

11:15 no exam

Fri., May 9

7:15 US History

11:15 European History

Mon., May 12

7:15 Biology

11:15 Art Portfolios due
11:15 Physics

Tue., May 13

7:15 Chemistry

Wed., May 14

7:15 English Language

Fri., May 16

7:15 Human Geography

Final Transcripts
Final transcripts will automatically be sent to the college or
university students tell us they will be attending. There is
no need to request for this to happen. We will take care of
this mailing as soon as the final grades are in. This mailing
usually goes out by July 1st.

Accepted Student Open Houses

May 8th Information Session for Athletes

Colleges will be hosting Accepted Student days on their
campus’ in the spring. This is a great time to see the
college through the lens of an accepted student not a
potential admission candidate. These days often help
students make that final decision. If the college does not
host such an event it is helpful to make some time to see the
campus again to get a clear idea about your choice.
Colleges welcome potential students to visit classes and
experience the life of a student on their campus. Be sure to
take advantage of this opportunity. If you have any
questions regarding Financial Aid it is important to visit the
Financial Aid office as well when you are on campus.

New this spring!!!! On May 8th a member of
NHHEAF will be coming to HBHS to discuss what it is
like to be an athlete in college. He will discuss NCAA,
balancing a collegiate sports schedule with academic
responsibilities and the demands of collegiate athletics.
This event is designed for all students (and their parents)
interested in playing sports in college.

Information Sessions and Tours
We are delighted that so many families find Hollis
Brookline High School a potential option for their children
and we are happy to answer any questions new members
to our community have regarding the high school,
however, due to the overwhelming amount of requests to
talk with a counselor and tour the school, the Guidance
department offers two time slots during the week for
Information Sessions and Tours. Please call the
Guidance Office (465-2269 x128) to schedule a time to
come.

Deposit Date
The national deposit date is May 1st. This is a nonnegotiable deadline for schools. If you miss this deadline,
without contacting the college, it may jeopardize your
acceptance. To ensure your spot in the class send a written
confirmation and a deposit to one college. Seniors should
inform colleges they do not plan on attending by either e4
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mail or a phone call so that these colleges may offer
admission to other students that may be on their waitlist.
This does not hurt colleges’ feelings but helps them offer
other students an opportunity.

another must accompany your final transcript when you
graduate. If these forms are not submitted to NCAA it will
delay the athlete’s ability to compete at the collegiate level
so it is important to get these to Guidance as soon as
possible.

Waitlist

Junior News

Many schools use a waitlist in the admission decision
process. Although the college of your choice may be the
one you are on the waitlist for be sure to deposit at
another school as there is no guarantee the college will
use the Waitlist. In fact colleges are using the waitlist
less and less.

As mentioned in the last newsletter it is now the juniors turn
to get into the college admission frenzy. Counselors are
already busy meeting with juniors and their parents
discussing options and colleges to visit. Counselors will be
visiting with juniors on their caseloads in the next few
weeks to discuss the college admission process. With the
April vacation on the horizon it may be helpful to start
scheduling college visits. All appointments to visit college
campuses can be made through the admission office of the
college. By notifying the admission office families can be
assured a tour and an interview if they so choose. April
vacation is a perfect time to visit college campuses. Please
refer to the College Admission Handbook for interview
questions, how to schedule a visit and important timeline
information.

Financial Aid
If you are struggling to understand your financial aid
award a great resource is the NH Higher Education
Assistance Foundation (NHHEAF) in Concord.
NHHEAF can be reached by e-mail www.nhheaf.org or
calling 1-800-525-2577.

Scholarships
A list of scholarships is located on the website and is
updated every Friday. Applications are available in
Guidance. Mrs. Gangemi does a great job keeping up
with all the opportunities available to students. Deadlines
are coming up fast so be sure to get your information in
to your counselor as soon as possible.
Please check the scholarship section on the Guidance
website for updated scholarships on Fridays. Many of
the local scholarships have MAY deadlines. These
applications can be found in Guidance and your
completed applications are often returned to Guidance.
Please remember to fill out a Scholarship Request form if
you need supporting documents for your scholarship
applications. These include letters of recommendation,
transcripts, test scores, etc. Remember
recommendations are confidential and need to be sent
through the Guidance Office. If you would like the
application packet to be sent with the materials from
guidance, please attach your completed applications. If
not, we will mail our supporting information separately. A
$2 fee will be charged to mail your supporting documents
from the high school.

College Admission Handbook
The College Admission Handbook has been updated and
distributed to all junior students. This handbook is a
wonderful source of information and has all the forms
needed to get through the maze of paperwork students face
their senior year it also has a list of helpful websites. The
handbook allows students and parents the opportunity to
learn more about what colleges are looking for, college
entrance exams, essay writing, interviews, college visits,
NCAA guidelines and financial aid and more. We strongly
encourage junior students to use the handbook.

Military Academies
Students interested in applying to the any or the Military
Academies for fall of 2009 please see your counselor as
soon as possible. The admission process is more
complicated that applying to most colleges and needs more
documentation and has more deadlines to meet. Therefore
it is in the best interest of the student to have the
conversation with his or her counselor early in the process.

NCAA

SAT Information

Senior Athletes interested in participating on athletic
teams in college must register with the NCAA. This may
be done online at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. The
NCAA (Clearinghouse) Eligibility Center will require that
transcript be sent through the mail. Guidance is happy to
send the transcript to the Eligibility Center if you provide
us with the NCAA forms (downloaded from the website)
that need to accompany the transcripts. One form must
be sent when you submit your initial eligibility form and

The college admission handbook had a lot of information on
testing – be sure to check it out!
SAT Reasoning Tests and SAT Subject Tests: Registration
for upcoming tests is ongoing through the College Board
website. If students are having trouble accessing their
account through the College Board please stop by Guidance
to pick up a paper copy of the registration information.
5
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Deadlines are approaching quickly so be sure to attend to
them.
Registration for tests on: June 7th – deadline April 16th
SAT’s are not administered at HBHS but are available at
Milford Nashua, Souhegan and other local schools.
Specific locations are online or in the registration booklet
in Guidance. Be sure to put the HBHS code number
down on your registration information and the day of the
test. The code number is 300-275.
Please not that it is up to the student to send testing
results directly to the colleges. Colleges do not accept
copies and they are only official if the scores come
directly form the testing agency (College Board/ACT).
It is important to plan testing around busy sports and
activity schedules in the spring. Check with coaches and
club advisors as to what weekend dates games, meets
and activities may be scheduled.
Colleges like to see a junior SAT and a senior SAT score
and will take the highest scores of each section. Students
should plan to take the SAT’s at least twice during the
college admission process. Student can also take the
ACT. Colleges look at the ACT and the SAT
interchangeably so there is no disadvantage to taking
either or both. Some students find they do better on the
ACT than the SAT so it is worth investigating or asking
your counselor about this test. Registration and general
ACT information can be found on www.ACT.org
Please note: SAT Subject Tests are required by a small
percentage of school but always by more competitive
colleges. Students may want to think about taking these
tests at the end of the year of the year they finish the
class (i.e.: Accelerated Biology or Precalculus students
may want to take the SAT in biology or math at the end
of 9th/10th grade).

Hollis Brookline Athletic Booster Club
HB Athletic Booster Club Officers
The Officers have been selected for the 2008-09 school year and
will begin their term on June 1, 2008. The new Officers are:
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Trustee:

I feel that the HBHS scholastic/athletic community is extremely
fortunate to have such an outstanding group of volunteers for the
upcoming year.
HBABC Scholarships
As mentioned in last month’s Newsletter, the members of the
HBABC have unanimously voted to give the year ending HBABC
Athletic scholarship selections back to the Athletic Director, Rhon
Rupp, his coaches and staff. This year we will be awarding ten
scholarships.

• 1 Leadership Scholarship to one male student/athlete
• 1 Leadership Scholarship to one female student/athlete
• 2 Outstanding Effort Scholarships to two male student/
athletes

• 2 Outstanding Effort Scholarships to two female student/
athletes

• 2 Sportsmanship Scholarships to two male student/athletes
• 2 Sportsmanship Scholarships to two female student/
athletes
At the end of May, the Sports Rep for each sport will be
contacting their respective varsity coach for their nominations for
these scholarships.
Save the Dates
June 10, 2008 – Spring Sports Awards Night
September 15, 2008 – 19th Annual Cavaliers Golf Tournament
Invitation to Join the HBABC
Finally, if you might be interested in becoming a new member of
the HB Athletic Booster Club, please contact me at
dlafurn@aol.com. Now would be a great time to join the HBABC
and help support the athletic programs at HBHS for the 2008-09
school year. New members are always welcome.

Sophomore News
Any sophomore student who participated in the PSAT
testing and has not received their scores please see your
counselor as soon as possible. It is important for
accelerated students to consider taking the SAT Subject
tests at the end of their sophomore year. Please see the
section on SAT testing in this newsletter.
Counselors will be meeting sophomore students in their
classes starting in May to discuss future planning.
The sophomore students will be participating in the
Career Symposium in April. Mrs. Demarest has done a
great job putting this new program together.

Dan Lyons
Hollis Brookline Athletic Booster Club
dlafurn@aol.com

Attention please!
Mr. Quinn wants your used ink cartridges. Through
the magic of technology, he’s able to turn them into
money which works towards improving the
technology in the building. Just leave them in the
office and he’ll take care of the rest!

Freshman News
Counselors will be visiting Freshman Wellness classes in
May to explain grades and transcripts.
End of Guidance News

Trish MacDonald
Eileen Kelly (Second Term)
Sue Nierendorf (Second Term)
Monica Rencken
Linda Drazin
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Transition and Outside Agencies
The Area Agency of Greater Nashua, Inc. maintains
programs and services which promote growth and
independence for individuals with developmental disabilities.
They believe that all people are of great value and they
strive to be innovative when providing quality supports
needed for individuals to lead meaningful lives in their
community. The people they serve include: infants with
developmental delays, children and adults with disabilities,
and elders in need of support. Family and Adult Support
Services include:

Transition from high school into the community is an
exciting yet sometimes challenging step for students and
their families. What many of our students and families
may not know is there are many supports available to
them as they take this next step into adulthood. Two
primary agencies that work closely with the school during
a students’ high school experience are Vocational
Rehabilitation and Area Agency.
Vocational Rehabilitation assists persons with disabilities
to achieve their employment goals. Vocational
Rehabilitation is a joint State/Federal program that seeks
to empower people to make informed choices, build
viable careers, and live more independently in the
community. NH Vocational Rehabilitation supports the
following programs and priorities:

• Information and referral to supports and services
• Educational Information
• Transition planning information
• Information regarding estate planning and benefits
• Parent to Parent
• Legislative information
• Guardianship assistance
• Respite
• Vocational supports
• Residential services
• Community support services

• Rehabilitation Services
• Transition
• Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired
• Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
• Independent Living
• Disability Determination Services
Many of the services that NHVR provides can begin
while a student is still in high school. If a student has
been determined eligible for Vocational Rehabilitation
benefits, they are assigned a counselor who can assist
with job training and placement, as well as being an
important member of the student’s transition team. For
more information you can contact the local NH
Vocational Rehabilitation Office at (603) 889-6844 or
contact your school’s special education department for
an application.

If a student has been determined eligible for Area Agency
benefits, they are assigned a counselor who can assist with
family support services, transition planning, and they
become an important member of the student’s transition
team at the high school. For more information you can
contact the local Area Agency office at (603) 882-6333 or
visit their website at www.AreaAgencyNH.com.

Sophomore Career Symposium

The Cavalier
Chronicle, the HBHS
student newspaper, is
published the third
Friday of every
month. Be sure to ask your kids to bring their copy home
to share with you. We welcome parent input for story
ideas by the first of every month (perhaps your teen is
doing something newsworthy outside of school but is too
shy to let us know). Additionally, business owners are
encouraged to advertise with us. Please e-mail your
mailing address, and we’ll send you a packet with pricing,
sizes, and publication schedule. Contact Lin Illingworth at
illingworthl@sau41.k12.nh.us or call 465-2269 for more
information.

On Friday, April 18th thirty eight professionals will give all
sophomores an
overview of their career experiences. Students will select two
career clusters and learn about 5-6 different jobs within a
particular career cluster.

•
•

On a typical day in this position, what do you do?
What special knowledge, skills, or experience do you
need for this job?

•

What training and education is required for this type of
work.

•

What do you like least about your job?

All of these questions and more will be answered by
professionals in the fields of business, architecture, arts,
communications, engineering, health sciences, human services
and hospitality.
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