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Some thoughts from the Principal …

It does not seem possible that another summer has gone by and we find ourselves preparing for the opening of school in
just a few weeks. While the weather has been less than perfect, it is hopeful that the summer will close on a more seasonable
note. The fall athletes have reported to tryouts and soon it will be time to welcome everyone to the 2009-10 school year.
Throughout the summer, the building has been a busy place as we prepare for the opening of school and we are very excited
about the upcoming school year. We would like to welcome our new High School Special Education Coordinator, Grace Laliberte, formerly of the Londonderry School District, who replaces Jeanne Moulin-Hayes. New staff members have all been hired
and we hope to introduce them in future newsletters.
The grounds, like most of our lawns, are very green thanks to Mother Nature, and the building looks better than ever due to
the efforts of Mr. John Gray and his hard working custodial crew. Two summer projects included finishing off room 373 as a
science lab, leftover from the 2001 expansion, and the reseeding of the side field. With enrollment projected to be similar to
last year, the building will once again be tight but all students have been scheduled into classes, with few, if any, rooms to
spare.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind all that we continue to emphasize that the key to establishing a community
at Hollis Brookline High School is by building positive relationships and providing all students with a rigorous and relevant
education. This is an ongoing process, that begins with a strong teaching staff, one that sets the bar high, while at the same
time is compassionate in assisting their students to succeed. You will not find a better staff than the ones we have here at
Hollis Brookline, and we are once again excited about the new additions we are adding this year.
The beneficial relationships that are established are ultimately based on communication. As the year begins, our teachers
will distribute classroom expectations containing contact information, and expect that parents will partner with them in providing the best educational experience for your child. We also hope to continue to distribute this newsletter and other school
information via email and ask that you assist us in making sure that the email addresses we have on file are up to date.
This year we are eagerly anticipating a new initiative called Seniors as Leaders Together (SaLT). On September 2nd, all
members of the Senior class will attend a day-long team-building session with the goal of developing mutual trust as well as
cooperative problem solving and leadership skills. The long term goal for this initiative is that the Senior class will have a
stronger connection to each other, to the school, will share leadership roles, and build a sense of community throughout the
year. The program is being funded outside the operating budget, through donations, and we are working to develop cooperative sponsorships. Data will be collected this year to help us assess the success of this initiative, with the hope being to make
this a yearly program for the Senior class. Seniors should have received an informational mailing on the SaLT Program during the summer.
Enclosed with this newsletter is some important information about the start of the 2009-2010 academic year. Please review
this information carefully with your son/daughter. Please note the Open House is scheduled early this year, on Thursday,
September 10th and will begin at 6:30pm. At that time you will have the opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and to hear
about classroom expectations, and have the opportunity to sign up for individual parent conferences which will be held on the
evenings of November 19th & 24th.
There have also been some adjustments made within our student handbook that your child will receive at the beginning of
the year. We will go over the significant changes in the handbook with the students at the beginning of the year. This year we
will distribute the student handbook as a .PDF file, emailed to each family. The document is also available to download on the
school website. We have been using email as a tool to communicate with families since last year, including distribution of this
newsletter. A file of those who do not have access to email is maintained so that copies of the newsletter can be mailed home.
We will make sure that student handbooks are distributed to those in this file as well. The Student Handbook will be emailed
home on August 31st, the first day of school for all students.
As we begin the year together, I would like to remind all families that in order for students to excel in school they need support from both the school and the home. As parents, we ask that you be positive, yet firm, in your encouragement and support
of your son/daughter; to support and reinforce the importance of education by staying in touch with their teachers; and to
monitor their academic progress. I look forward to working with you and your student and wish you the best for the upcoming
school year. With your support we can create a rigorous, relevant and respectful learning environment where all students can
succeed.
Our mission statement calls for students to take advantage of the broad range of experiences at our school, which will encourage them to strive for their maximum intellectual, artistic, emotional, social and physical development. Our mission to
inspire lifelong learning and achievement applies to the entire school community, that we value individuality, and believe that
an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect is essential to the educational process.
With the help of the entire school community, it is our intention that we live up to the mission and provide each student
with the education, skills, and self-confidence to be successful in the post secondary experience of their choice. If I, or any
member of the staff, can be of assistance to you, please contact me in the main office or in the halls.

Tim Kelley

Opening of School
28th

School will be opening on Friday, August
with our
Orientation Day for freshmen, transfer students, and foreign exchange students. This will be an early release
day. New students, along with many upper classmen, will
be attending a half day of school with the goal being a
smooth transition and adjustment to their high school experience. Students will be engaging in a variety of experiences that will ultimately lead to their success and confidence within our school community. Students will be dismissed at 12:04 PM. ALL STUDENTS WILL ATTEND
SCHOOL ON MONDAY, AUGUST 31ST.

Physical Exam Requirements for the 2009-10
School Year
All incoming freshmen are required to have a physical
exam in order to enter Hollis Brookline High School. All
Juniors participating in athletics are required to have a
physical exam prior to the start of their season. Questions, please contact the school nurses Cathy Burbee or
Susan Patz at 465-2269.

Open House
Parents are cordially invited to attend our annual Open
House on Thursday, September 10th at 6:30 PM. There will
be a brief presentation by the Hollis Brookline High School
Administration, followed by an abbreviated schedule of a
regular school day. There will be seven 12-minute periods
to allow parents to follow their child’s schedule. Open
House gives parents the opportunity to meet the teachers
and for teachers to briefly discuss their courses. (Please
see the form included in the newsletter.)

Locker Assignments
All students will have a locker. Returning students will
retain the same locker they had last year. If you have any
difficulties with combinations, please report them to the
main office. Locker assignments will be given out on the
first day of school. As we are growing in numbers, some
freshmen may be assigned a half locker. Please remember
that the lockers are provided with locks for the protection
of school materials and student’s private property. Please
note that valuables and cash should never be left in a
locker. You are responsible for the materials that are assigned to you for the year. All school materials must be
returned by the last day of school. Lockers are cleaned
out at the close of each school year.

Dismissals
While we understand that on occasion, emergencies
arise which require your student to be dismissed early, we
ask that whenever possible, you schedule your student’s
appointments at times which do not conflict with school
hours. Students should never be dismissed because of a
study hall that falls at the end of the day. When your student must be dismissed early, we ask that you please send
a written note prior to the dismissal. All notes should be
submitted to the attendance secretary first thing in
the morning.

School Pictures and Yearbook
Underclass photographs will be taken on Wednesday,
September 30th. Order forms will be available at the be-

ginning of the school year and should be returned on picture day. Picture retake day will be announced at a later
date. Reminder to Seniors: Senior photographs are due no
later than Friday, October 2nd. They must be in .jpeg format
and submitted by email or by CD only. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact Brigitte MacMillan,
465-2269. See the Daily Notices on our website for more
information. All yearbooks must be preordered.

Parking Permits
Parking permits will be required for all students parking
in the student parking lot. Parking spaces are limited. Last
year’s permit will not be honored and all students must apply for the new parking permit at a cost of $40.00 for the
year. Parking Permits are available on ine. Permits will be
granted on a first come, first served basis to Seniors from
August 31st through September 8th in the Main Office. Applications for Juniors will be accepted from September 9th
through September 15th in the Main Office and will be
placed in a lottery. Names for Juniors will be drawn for the
remaining parking spots on September 15th. No students
will be permitted to park in front of the school except at
the lower ballfields. All cars parked in the back parking
lot after September 16th must have a parking permit.
(Applications will be available in the Main Office and on
the HBHS website.)

School Supplies
As a general rule, it is best to wait until school opens to
purchase supplies. Teachers have individual requirements
for their classes and will announce their requirements during the opening days of class. Pens, pencils and paper are
appropriate for all classes.
The Cavalier Chronicle, the HBHS
student newspaper, is published the
third Friday of every month. Be sure
to ask your kids to bring their copy
home to share with you. We welcome parent input for story
ideas by the first of every month (perhaps your teen is doing
something newsworthy outside of school but is too shy to let
us know). Additionally, business owners are encouraged to
advertise with us. Please email your mailing address, and
we’ll send you a packet with pricing, sizes, and publication
schedule. Contact Lin Illingworth at illingworthl@sau41.k12.nh.us or call 465-2269 for more information.

Selective Service Registration
The Selective Service System is an independent
agency within the Executive Branch of the Federal
government. The mission of the Selective Service System is to
provide the number of men needed by the Armed Forces, within
the time required, should Congress and the President decide to
return to a draft, in the event of a national emergency. Registration is the process of providing the Selective Service with a
name, address, phone number, and other related information
about one’s self. It is a civic and legal responsibility for every
young man to register with the Selective Service within the time
period starting 30 days before, and ending 30 days after, their
18th birthday. Register online at www.sss.gov, or pick up a
registration card at any post office. If you have any questions,
please see Mr. Winslow in Guidance.
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A Note from your PTSA Co-Presidents:
Welcome back to school! One of our goals this year for
PTSA (Parent-Teacher-Student Association) is to increase
membership and make it easier for volunteers to be involved at HBHS. Supporting the PTSA with your $5 membership allows us to support the staff and school the way
THEY like and need us to. Membership doesn’t mean you
have to attend any meetings, though we welcome all newcomers. Members can help at as few or as many events as
they want to. And members will receive discounts and
coupons for lots of cool things.
By joining the PTSA as a parent or teacher or student,
you are saying you value the educational experience we
offer at HBHS and that you support the programs we help
bring to our school. Members will also have a voice. At
the federal level, the National Congress of PTSA lobbies for
the educational needs of our children. At the local level,
our PTSA is one piece of the framework of support for our
children, and we are a forum for your ideas and concerns.
Many schools in NH have 100% participation by parents
and educators and that is our goal. Please go to http://
www.hbhs.k12.nh.us/ptsa/index.htm to print out your
membership form and return it with your student, or join
at Open House on Sept 10.
Our first meeting will be held on September 10th at
8:30 am at the high school. We will discuss our participation at the traditional Old Home Days (Sept 19th) hot dog
and hamburger booth, and other upcoming events. Until
then, enjoy the last few days of summer and we will see
you soon! And don’t think twice about giving any of your
PTSA board members a call with your thoughts.

Seniors in the spring.
We are in desperate need of new members for the Club.
Our membership has dwindled and the club is in danger of
folding at the end of this school year if we don’t get more
people involved.
Please consider becoming a member of the HBABC. We
meet the second Wednesday of each month in the conference room of the high school at 7:00 p.m. Our next meeting will be held on October 8th.
Go Cavs!!!
Trish MacDonald, President
Hollis Brookline Athletic Booster Club
Trish_macdonald@charter.net

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 1Q09 AT HBHS
Aug. 28

1st day for 9th graders
(dismissal at 12:04p.m.)

Aug. 31

1st day for ALL students

Aug. 31—Sept. 8

Parking Permits—Seniors

Sept. 2—Sept. 8

Drop/Add period

Sept. 7

Labor Day Holiday

Sept. 9—Sept. 15

Parking Permits—
Underclassmen

Sept. 10

Deadline for SAT registration

Sept. 10

PTA Mtg.—8:30 a.m.

Marie Degulis MarieDegulis@yahoo.com 673-3855

Sept. 10

Open House—6:30 p.m.

Jill Russell

Sept. 14

College Rep Visits begin

Sept. 17

Senior Student/Parent College

Sincerely, your Co-Presidents,

Russell33@charter.net

620-2825

HBHS Athletic Booster Club
Where did the summer go? Welcome back to HBHS for
the 2009/2010 School! Our Fall teams are beginning to
get ready for their seasons, and as in the past, we can expect another great year from our athletic teams.
The Booster Club continues to support the student athletic programs at the High School in such areas that are
not covered by the school athletic budget. This past year
the HBHS Athletic Booster Club contributed funds for:
— Mirrors for the weight room
— Championship jackets for the Girls Lacrosse Team
We also continue to sponsor and coordinate the Fall,
Winter, and Spring Athletic Awards Nights. The Booster
Club will also be awarding 10 scholarships for Leadership,
Outstanding Effort, and Sportsmanship to graduating Seniors who will be going on to college. The coaches from all
of the teams submit their nominations for these awards to
the Athletic Department, and then meet to vote for these
awards prior to the Spring Awards night.
Our annual golf tournament turns 20 this year!! Please
consider coming out to golf. This is our largest fundraiser
and we are hoping to do well this year. See the flyer at
page 10 to this newsletter. Keep your eyes open for Karaoke Night again this winter. It was a smashing success
last year! We will also be selling balloons for graduating

Information Night — 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 18 + 21

Senior / Guidance Group
Sessions begin

Sept. 19

Hollis Old Home Days

Sept. 30

Underclassmen Photo Day

Oct. 2

Teacher Workshop Day—
No Classes

Oct. 2

Senior Photos Due

Oct. 8

Booster Club mtg. 7:00p.m.

Oct. 10

SAT Testing

Oct. 12

Columbus Day Holiday

Oct. 14

PSAT Testing — Juniors

Nov. 6

1st quarter ends

Please be sure to check the Guidance Department website
and read the daily notices for all new information!
www.hbhs.k12.nh.us/guidance/guidancehome.htm
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From Your Guidance Department

I hope that you have all had a wonderful summer with
many opportunities to relax and rejuvenate for the upcoming school year! We want to welcome all of our returning
students, our new freshman students and our many new
transfer students! We look forward to working with each
and every student and stand by ready to assist you as you
journey through yet another year of high school!
We would like to introduce you to our new staff in the
Guidance Department. Carol Tyler joins us as our new
guidance department registrar. Sandra Bent has joined
our staff as a guidance counselor and Julie Sullivan will
be serving as a guidance counselor and school-to-career
counselor. Both Sandy and Julie have many years experience as high school guidance counselors and bring a
wealth of information and an interesting new outlook! We
are excited about this new year and look forward to their
fresh perspective as we can always introduce new and exciting initiatives to our program and students!

Communication
Guidance regularly is the contact for distribution of
information on programs, career and college opportunities,
scholarships, testing information and deadlines etc…It is
very helpful if students and parents read the school notices daily (on the website) as we try to put important information out in this manner. Also, feel free to peruse our
website as we place a tremendous amount of information
there for you to review. We are happy to speak to you by
phone and/or email and supply this list to you for your
convenience!
Sandra Bent
School Counselor
bents@sau41.k12.nh.us
ext 123
Kerry Gangemi
School Counselor
gangemik@sau41.k12.nh.us ext 121
KC Maynard
Guidance Director
maynardk@sau41.k12.nh.us ext 125
Julie Sullivan
School and Career Counselor
sullivanj@sau41.k12.nh.us
ext 129
Richard Winslow
School Counselor
winslowr@sau41.k12.nh.us
ext 124
Cathy Cray
Student Assistance Person
crayc@sau41.k12.nh.us
ext 122
Teresa Noel
Guidance Receptionist
noelt@sau41.k12.nh.us
ext 128
Carol Tyler
Guidance Registrar
tylerc@sau41.k12.nh.us
ext 126
Margaret Erskine
504 Coordinator
erskinem@sau41.k12.nh.us ext 152

GRADE 9
Sandra Bent
Julie Sullivan
KC Maynard
Kerry Gangemi
Rich Winslow

A – Doh
Doy – Hea
Hol – Lew
Lin – Sed
She – Z

GRADE 10
Sandy Bent
Julie Sullivan
KC Maynard
Kerry Gangemi
Rich Winslow

A – Fla
Fox – John
Jor – Man
Mar – Rus
Sal – Z

Schedule Changes
As of August 28th, students are asked to keep their current schedules for a short time with no changes until the
drop/add period begins. Only students who are Seniors
and in need of a graduation requirement, a student with
fewer than 6 credits, or a student placed in the wrong class
(physics instead of physical science) may contact the guidance counselor immediately. Other students who desire
changes will be seen at the beginning of drop/add which
will begin September 2nd and will close at the end of the day
on the 8th. Students are advised to make an appointment
with their counselor to seek a schedule change. Second
semester schedule changes will be reached but with a lower
priority. Waitlists are sometimes put in place to ensure fairness in the process, and students must attend the classes
on their current schedule until changes have been made
and a new schedule is processed by the Guidance Department. It is hoped that the care that you exercised in the
spring will eliminate and reduce the practice of drop/add,
but for those exceptions please pay close attention to this
procedure.

How to make a Guidance Appointment
Students wishing a guidance appointment can fill out
an appointment request form in the guidance office. Your
counselor will send you your appointment as your request
serves as a pass. If it is an emergency, please let Mrs. Noel
know or check off on the slip that you need to see someone
immediately. Parents wishing to make a guidance appointment should call or email their son/daughter’s school
counselor.

Counselor Caseloads
With yearly changes, shifts in responsibilities, and a
prior breakdown that was not alphabetized, we are still
working on making assignments easier for parents and
students. It is still our goal to have consistency and continuity for our students. For those students who experience
a change, we are sensitive to new assignments and will
take great strides to make sure we are well acquainted
with our new students. The American School Counselors
Association suggests the alphabet is the most fair and efficient way to divide counselor case loads. We hope that the
following breakdown is helpful to you.

Please be sure to check the Guidance Department website
and read the daily notices for all new information!
www.hbhs.k12.nh.us/guidance/guidancehome.htm
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From Your Guidance Department—Cont’d
Senior Checklist
Seniors and your parents will receive a letter from their
school counselor reviewing graduation requirements (those
completed and those still needed). Upon review, it is important that each senior check with his or her counselor
(again) to make sure credits are in place for June graduation. If you are missing a credit, or in need of adding a
course, please be sure to let your counselor know immediately.

SAT Test Dates
The dates for the 2009 – 2010 school year are as follows:
October 10 Test Date
September 9 Registration
Deadline
November 7 Test Date
October 1 Registration
Deadline
December 5 Test Date
October 30 Registration
Deadline
January 23 Test Date
December 15 Registration
Deadline
March 13 Test Date
February 4 Registration
Deadline (no subject tests)
May 1 Test Date *
March 25 Registration
Deadline
June 5 Test Date *
April 29 Registration
Deadline
*Dates most Juniors take the Critical Reasoning Tests.

Senior Small Group Presentations
As has been our past practice, we plan to conduct small
group sessions with our senior students early once again
this year. We are tentatively aiming for September 18th and
21st! These are held in a timely manner to answer all remaining questions and in plenty of time to prepare for even
the earliest of timelines!

Financial Aid Night
The Guidance Department is planning a Financial Aid
Information Evening on December 3rd. This is routinely
held in early December as the FAFSA form is unable to be
completed until January 2010. Please mark your calendars and we will send you reminders!

College Admission Representative Visits
College representatives’ visits at HBHS will begin on
September 14th and will run until the middle of November.
Most representatives will be visiting on Mondays and
Wednesdays. This is a great opportunity to meet with representatives from various colleges to learn more about the
schools or ask further questions. Also it is an opportunity
to make a face-to-face contact with potentially the person
reviewing your file. In an era where college interviews are
becoming fewer and fewer, I urge you to stay apprised of
the various representative visits; we will post them on the
guidance website! Students can obtain a pass from Mrs.
Noel and must have approval from their teacher if they are
missing a class. They are responsible for work missed.

The SAT is not administered at HBHS, but is available
at Nashua High School North and other area high schools.
Register online at www.collegeboard.com; paper applications are available in the guidance office. Seniors who have
not taken the test or who wish to repeat the test should
register early for fall test dates. Subject tests are required
by some competitive colleges. Students should research
the college requirements of their schools so they are aware
of the individual college requirements. Counselors review
with all students the various college entrance tests, PSAT,
SAT and ACT exams.

PSAT

SAT services for students with disabilities

Freshman News

A student with a documented disability may be eligible
to take PSAT/SAT tests with testing accommodations that
support their disability.
The student’s case manager
should be contacted for a referral to the Special Education
Coordinator.

The PSAT will be administered to all Juniors on
Wednesday, October 14, 2009. The PSAT serves as a practice test for the SAT and as the qualifying test for Juniors
to participate in the National Merit Scholarship Program.
All Juniors will be taking the exam free of charge. We are
planning on offering interested sophomores the opportunity to take the PSAT as well. We will be holding a sign-up
and will announce more information of this around the second week of September and on our website. There will be a
fee for sophomores interested in taking the exam.

School Counselors will be meeting with freshmen on
their first day of school. We will also be visiting you in your
wellness class later in September. We look forward to
meeting you all!

Senior Parent and Student College Night
Please mark your calendars for Thursday, September
17th at 6:30 pm. The School Counselors will host a College
Information Night. This is an opportunity for seniors and
their parents to become familiar with the College Process
and the technicalities of the process. It is very important
for all seniors and parents to attend.

Please be sure to check the Guidance Department website
and read the daily notices for all new information!
www.hbhs.k12.nh.us/guidance/guidancehome.htm
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August 2009

Dear Families,
The Hollis Brookline High School PTSA (Parent, Teacher, and Student Association) invites you to become a member
and make a difference in the educational experience of your student. Please take a moment to complete this PTSA
Membership form.
Our PTSA’s mission is to provide that important link between school and home. Students perform better when parents
are actively involved in their learning experience. I encourage you to join the PTSA. It is with the help of committed
parents that the staff, teachers, and administration of HBHS can give our students the best High School education and
experience possible. Your membership in the PTSA gives you a voice and a vote. The cost of the annual membership is
$5.00. This is an individual membership and students are encouraged to join along with their parents.
To join PRINT OUT THIS FORM, please send payment with this form to the HBHS office in an envelope marked “PTSA
Membership”. Please make check payable to “HBHS PTSA”.
Thanks for Supporting our PTSA

PTSA Membership 2009-2010
Name of Student(s)_______________________________________ Grade__________
_______________________________________ Grade__________

Name of Member________________________________________________________
Name of Member________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________
Town

Zip Code

Telephone Number_________________e-mail_________________________________

Amount Enclosed $_____________________

HOLLIS BROOKLINE HIGH SCHOOL PTSA

Volunteer Sign Up
2009-2010
Your HBHS PTSA wants to include you in as many activities as possible. Your involvement helps the HBHS staff offer our students excellent programs and enhances parent-teacher relations.
Please PRINT OUT, fill in this form, and return it to the HBHS office by
September 25, in an envelope marked “PTSA Volunteer Form”.
************************************************************************
Parent’s (Volunteer’s) Name(s)_________________________________________
Parent’s (Volunteer’s) Name(s)_________________________________________
Student’s Name(s)___________________________________Grade(s)_________
Student’s Name(s)___________________________________Grade(s)_________
Telephone _________________________

E-mail_________________________

(Best time to call: a.m./p.m./anytime)

Volunteer Opportunities
___Enrichment
(Develop evening enrichment programs)

___Publicity
(contact local papers with press releases)

___Fund Raising

___Staff Appreciation

___Hospitality

___Physics Class Bridge Building Dinner

___Spring Musical Lasagna Dinner

(December)

___Baking
___Spring Field Day BBQ
___Drama
___Costumes
___Technical Support
___Set Work
___Ticket Sales
If you have any questions, contact Marie Degulis at mariedegulis@yahoo.com.
Thank you for being involved in our school.

2009-2010 Student Directory Information
Hollis Brookline High School
The Hollis Brookline High School Student Directory is being offered to HBHS students and families for $5.00/copy.
This directory is an invaluable resource, with phone numbers and addresses of the students. Every student’s name,
telephone number, mailing address and parents’/guardians’ names will automatically be included in the 2009-2010
HBHS Student Directory.
If you do not want the above information listed in the directory, please sign the form below. Unless otherwise notified,
we will assume that you would like your student’s name, grade level, telephone number, mailing address, and parents’/guardians’ names included in the Student Directory.
Please return this form to the HBHS office by September 25, in an envelope marked “Student Directory”. Make checks
payable to “HBHS PTSA”.

I would like to order _____ Student Directories.
Amount enclosed (@$5.00/directory) $______________

The Hollis Brookline High School
Athletic Booster Club Needs You!!
If you would like to join the HB Athletic Booster Club, we meet
on the second Wednesday of each month in the Conference Room
at the High School. We are looking for people to become Sports
Reps. Each Sport Rep will be a member of the Athletic Booster
Club that acts as liaison between that particular sport and the
Athletic Booster Club. Their responsibilities include but are not
limited to:





Reporting highlights of their team for the monthly school
newsletter.
Relaying important information from the Booster Club to the
team, parents, and coach.
Relaying the senior nominations for the Leadership and Outstanding Effort scholarships to the Athletic Booster Club.
Joining the booster club is a great way to become involved at
HBHS without a huge time commitment.
Please Join Us!!
Contact Trish MacDonald at trish_macdonald@charter.net
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